A TOURIST GUIDE TO FRANCE
Before leaving for the airport
Check the availability of the following documents:
 foreign passport with a valid visa;
 voucher;
 insurance policy;
 air ticket;
 if necessary, notarized consent for the child’s departure and a birth certificate.
 
We recommend taking photocopies of your foreign and domestic passports and your child’s birth certificate with you if you are flying with a child.
Useful information
Insurance policy. All citizens traveling outside the territory of their state are required to have a valid medical insurance policy in the host country. 

Currency – euro 
Cash can be exchanged at all banks and currency exchange offices. Banks are open Monday to Friday from 10:00 to 12:00 and from 14:00 to 16:00. Opening hours of currency exchange offices vary. It should be bared in mind that the rate at 24-hour currency exchange offices is lower than at regular ones. Lower exchange rates at airports, hotels and train stations. Credit cards can be used in hotels, shops and restaurants. 

Transport
France has an extensive railway network and Europe's fastest high-speed train system, the TGV. The fare depends on the distance, train class, travel time and passenger age. When entering the platform, you need to validate your train tickets; there are also ticket inspectors on the trains themselves.
Urban transport in France includes the metro (in Paris, Lille, Lyon, Marseille, Toulouse and Rouen), buses and, in some cities, trams. The Paris metro consists of 16 lines and operates from 5:30 to 00:30.

Stores
On Sundays, shops in France are closed, with the rare exception of small private ones.
When making large purchases, keep in mind that you may receive a TAXFREE - value added tax refund. Most European countries refund this tax if the purchased product cannot be used within the territory of the country itself. When purchasing goods in stores with a "Tax-Free" sign for an amount exceeding 175 euros, ask the seller to give you a completed receipt and a "Tax-Free" envelope. When leaving France, present your Tax-Free receipt at customs for stamping, but no later than 30 days from the date of purchase. Tax refunds occur at border control points, at a counter with a “Tax-Free” sign or at banks. No refund will be made without a customs stamp.

Cuisine – French cuisine has always been an example of excellence in the complex art of cooking. The variety of French cuisine extends from oysters, snails, truffles and frog legs to saddle of lamb, ham, hundreds of types of cheese, and croissants. Moreover, each of these types of food corresponds to its own type of wine, from Bordeaux and Lorraine to champagne and cognac.

Tipping – When leaving a tip, remember that it may already be included in the price of the order. If they are not included, they usually amount to 5-10% of the order value.

Customs - the French are proud of their democratic traditions, so they react painfully to what they see as emphasis on social and racial inequality. A Frenchman's contempt can be aroused by allusions to skin color or by calling the waiter a "garçon." The French traditionally treat Russians kindly.


We wish you a pleasant trip!
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