A TOURIST GUIDE TO SRI LANKA
Before leaving for the airport
 electronic permission to enter the country: ETA;
 foreign passport (passport must be valid for at least six months (180 days) from the date of departure from Sri Lanka);
 voucher;
 insurance policy;
 air ticket;
Useful information
Climate
The climate of Sri Lanka is tropical, monsoonal, the northeast monsoon lasts from October to March, the southwest monsoon from May to October. The average annual temperature is 28-30°C, and on the coast, due to the constant sea breeze, this temperature can be tolerated comfortably.
The difference in average monthly temperatures throughout the year does not exceed 5°C.
It is cooler in the mountains, on average +23°C - +25°C, and in the high mountain resort of Nuwara Eliya at night the temperature can drop to +10°C.
The water temperature in the Indian Ocean is about +27°C.
Сurrency
The official currency of Sri Lanka is the Sri Lankan rupee, one rupee is made up of one hundred cents. Approximate exchange rate to US dollar: 110:1.
At the resorts, payment in dollars or credit cards is possible, but we still recommend exchanging money at Colombo airport (the best rate).
The receipt received during the official currency exchange should be kept until the end of the trip. In this case, when departing from Colombo, you have the opportunity to exchange unspent money at the airport bank at the purchase rate. You can also change money at any hotel or bank.
You can also change money at any hotel or bank. Banks are open from 9.00 to 13.00 (Monday - Friday).
Transport
The fare is approximately 25-35 rupees per 1 km. You can also use the services of auto-rickshaws, but we recommend agreeing on the fare in advance (on average 15-20 rupees per kilometer).
Stores
Sri Lanka is famous all over the world for its precious stones: sapphires, rubies, alexandrites, amethysts, aquamarines, topazes, tourmalines, etc. We recommend purchasing jewelry in specialized stores, requiring the appropriate receipt and certificate. In Ratnapura, from 09:00 to 14:00, a fair of precious stones is held, prices are low, but the guarantees are appropriate. Also known all over the world are Ceylon tea, spices, and handicrafts: masks, batik, leather goods. In cities you can buy inexpensive but high-quality textiles, mostly locally produced Columbia. Best places to shop: ODEL, HOUSE OF FASHING, MAGESTIC CITY stores. In markets and private stores you can bargain about the price. You can reduce the price by up to 30% relative to the starting price. However, this is not allowed in government stores, supermarkets, shopping centers and Duty Free shops at the airport. When visiting the market, beware of pickpockets and scammers. Be careful with people pushing their services. Avoid stores with very low prices.
Cuisine
[bookmark: _GoBack] The cuisine in Sri Lanka is very spicy and unusual for Europeans. The dominant place is occupied by rice, seasoned with curry and spices. Relatively little meat is consumed - cows are considered sacred animals. On the table there are always salads from a variety of fresh vegetables and fruits, as well as just greens in bunches or in the form of green salads. There is a huge variety of fruits in the kitchen.
The main drink on the island is, of course, tea. Mostly on the island they drink light tea (B.O.P.), richer varieties (B.O.P.F), familiar to Europeans, are less common, since they are mainly exported. Locals are very fond of coconut milk and fresh fruit juices (oranges do not grow on the island, so orange juice is mostly imported and not very tasty).
Tips
It is customary to tip hotel staff ($1-2), waiters, and those employees who serve you well. In restaurants, tips are usually 10% of the bill.
